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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 


SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT ~ 


pate: December 8, 2000 


OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE FILE: 


RICHARD L. CASTRO, COMMANDER TO: CATHY A. TAYLOR, CAPTAIN 
PERSONNEL AND TRAINING DIVISION SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT BUREAU 


EXECUTIVE FORCE REVIEW COMMITTEE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
HIT SHOOTING, FEBRUARY 6, 2000, IAB REVIEW #2005203 


The purpose of this memo is to notify you of the Review Committee's findings and 
recommendations concerning the hit shooting incident which occurred on February 6, 
2000. 


The Committee met on December 7, 2000, and consisted of myself and Commanders 
David Betkey (Commander of the Department) and Michael Kenyon (Commander of 


the Department). The Committee determined the use of force by Sergeant Phili 
Hansen nd Deputies “ყოლის 
nd Morrie Zager as within 


Department Policy. Please advise your personnel of this finding. 
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Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Otricer Involved Shooting” 


Report Date: Bureau'Statior з " 
02-06-00 B. Admin. Invest. 


Incident Information 


URN 000-01038-1512-051 Date: 02-06-00 une 2200 
С! Station: " Nature of Incident: 
_ - pico RVE ` | Deputy Involved Shooti 
Ш ini 
m _ | Beverly Road dud ს 
Location Type Lighting (circle only one): Incident Type (circle one or тоге} Initiated by (circle only one): 
ree es ‘or more): Darkness жылай Arrest Warrant 
ne Daylight Call 
Business fied Feet Suspect epaia 
mm Sireet Lights Foot Pursuit One Person Unit 
(s iih Gun Take Away pend me 
А earch Warrant 
Рак Weather (circle only one): Moria venae Two Person Unit 
Parking Lot Clear Sniper/Ambush 
Cloudy Startle 
Rural Fog Struggle Involved Prior Activity (circle only one): 
School Rain Traffic Stop Detective 
prem Unarmed Person Inmate Transport 
Other: _ Garage Unintentional Other 
Distance: Ve le Pursuit Routine Patrol 
= Warrant Service Е 
Total # of Shots Fired by Deputy | Total # of Shots Fired by Suspect = W 
Other. Aero Unit? Canine Unit? 


Employee Witnesses 


Employee # Last Name First Name ShiftTime (circle only one); | Shift Type (circle only 
Robinson _ Willie EM М) Day | Regular cOvertimg» Off Duty 


Last Name First Name МІ "me (circle only one). | Shift Type (circie only one): 


Rodriguez Jesse Jr. | em фм рау Regular Overtim> Off Duty 
Empi Last Name First Name 1 ShiftTime (circle only one): | Shift Type (circle only one): 


Young Chris 4 PM Regular COverlimp» Off Duty 


Last Namo 


Street Addres: 
Last Name FirstName = MI. [ | 
аката შშე 


Last Name FirstName MI. 


Street Address City Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Supervisors 


Employee # First Ni 1 | (circle one or more): 
mployee Last Name აა : Duty Witness to shooting 
Hansen Philip. Present during shooting 


Employee # Lasi Name FirstName MI |(circie one or тоге}: 


t On Duty Witness to shooting 
Ewell Jack Present during shooting > Involved in shooting 


Watch Sergeant 
Employee # First Name 


Gonzales 


Watch Commander 
Employee # First Name 
Van Depas James W. 
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Officer Involved Shooting ^ URN: _000-01038-1512-051 _ _ 
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Rollout Information 


Arrival Date Arrival Time Date of Recommendation 

02-07-00 0100 
Hte — Borngrebe кан William M 
ры ast Nam? Seno NanBennett M 
Employee Last Nemo ver Pt Witla м! 


Shooting / Force Information 


DU] "Arv (i წა en Type of Injury Body Part Injured 
er Weapon: Vehicle " 
(BC) Baton:(Contro!) (08) Other Weapon: Blunt Object ae quem “ე Abdomen 
(Bi) Baton:(Impact) (00) Other Weapon: Other (eR) doe (AK) Апке 
(BF) Bodily Fluids (PK) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Kick) (BU) Вот (AR) Arm 
(CN) Canine (PS) Personal Weapon: Feet/Leg: (Sweep) Gri оңбо OHNE s 
(CR) Carotid Restraint (PH) Personal Weapon (Hand/Arm) (CO) Concussion (BT) Buttocks 
(CH) Choke Hold (PP) Personal Weapon (Push) (DH) Death (CH) Chest 
(CT) Control Holds:(Control Techniques) (PO) Personal Weapon (Other) (0) Dislocation (EL) Elbow 
(TT) — Control Holds:(Team Takedown) (RS) Resistance (DB) ^ DogBite (FA) Face 
(TD) — Control Holds:(Takedown) (CN) Restraint Device (Capture Net) (FR) Fractures (FE) Feet 
(CE) ^ Chemical (RH) Restraint Device (Handcuffs) (GS) Gunshot (F) Fingers 
(OC) Chemical Agents (OC Spray) (HB) Restraint Device:Hobble (Legs Only) (HB) Human Bite (GE) Genitals 
(TG) Chemical Agents (Tear Gas) (ТР) Restraint Device:Hobble (TARP) (LC) ^ Lacerations (GR) Gron 
(EX) Explosives (RE) Restraint Device: REACT Bett (ND) Nerve Damage (HD) Напа 
(FH) Firearm (Handgun) (SP) Sap (QD) Organ Damage (HE) Head 
(FR) Firearm (Rifle) (SH) Shield (PA) Paralysis (HI) Hip 
(FS) Firearm (Shotgun) (SG) 37mm Stinger (PW) Puncture Wound (IN) intemal 
(FO) Firearm (Other) (SB) Sting Ball 
Сер. ახდეს 8 (SD) Soft Tissue Damage (KN) Knees 
bang (ST) Stun Bag (ST) Sprain/Twists (LE) Log 
(FL) Flashlight Taser 
Ойу Waspa aged (UN) Unconscious (NK) Мек 
(SH) ^ Shoulder 
(RM) Refused Med Treatment (WR) Wrist 


(AK) #6447 (IV) Ivor Johnson (R) RGI 


(BN) Benelli (JE) Jennings (RO) Rossi (NN) МОМЕ 

(BR) Beretta (LO) Lordn (SW) Smith & Wesson 

(BW) Browning (LU) Lugor (SR) Sturm Ruger 

(CH) Charter Arms (MA) Matin (ST) Sterling 

(CO) Cot (MO) Mossberg (TA) Taurus . 

(DA) Davis Industrios (NC) NCI ака SKS (WE) Weatherby (9 9mm (24) .243calber (41) .410 guage 
(GL) Glock (NA) North American (WN) Winchester ო. აა e ლ. 
(HA) Harrington & Richardson (NO) Norinco (US) US Government (12) 12 guage (30) .308calber (45) 45 caliber 
(HI) Hi Standard (RA) Raven (YY) Handmade (Inmate) (20) 20 guage (35) 357сайе (50) 50mm. 
(HK) H&K (RM) Remington (XX) Homemade (Non-nmate) |21) 22250 (oc Bot сараї, O S 

(T мка (RG) RG (22) Other Brand (22) 22 calibor (38) 38 calibor (WW) Other caliber 


(23) .223caliber (40) .40 caliber 


FORCE APPLIED (one code per block) 


Authorized | Authorized 
Weapon? | Ammunition? Type of Injury | Body Part 


(Code) (YIN) (YIN) (Code) (Code) 


Used By | Used Against | Method Brand Caliber 
(E# or S#) | (E# or S#) (Code) (Code) 


66 S4 FR со 23 Y Y DH CH 
E-1 5-1 ЕК HK 9M hd V MM 
EZ 5-1 ЕВ HK 9M Y Y NN 
E3 S4 FR HK 9M Y Y NN 
64 5-1 ЕВ HK 9M Y Y NN 
| 65 S4 FR HK 9M Y Y NN 


RE 
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—4volved Employee Information 


Officer Involved Shootin 


g 


ა 
URN: ___000-01038-1512-051 
Page 
Involved Employee 
C 1 | Employee Last Name FirstName _ _ MI. 
Hansen Philip с 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc): 
M Cauc Sergeant SEB Gold Team 
ShiftTime (circle only one): — | ShifiType (circle only оле}: = Substance Used: 
те Уу жой ემის Intoxccation/Drug Usage’ 
Hospital Admission? [x] | "5р Матеев Coroner Case? nans Interviewed? 
Hirs of sleep prior to shooüng;| Duty Time (hrs [Clothing (eiere only оле): Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Ааа Jackel w/ Vest 
Ае: Height Weight Рап Clothes w Ves Омот no Vest 
85 | Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform wi Vest» 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: to mil 
Certified with Weapon v" Patrol Certification? | | сею Unit Prior voll Number of Prior Shootings: | ff 
Field Training Officer Emp # TastName First Name Mi 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, eic): 
M Cauc Deputy SEB Gold Team 
ShiftTimo (cirele only one): ShiftType (circle only one) – ? ლ Substance Used: 
jen pal inse E Intoxication/Drug Usage 
Hospital Admission? Hospital Name: Coroner Case? [| ciao ме, Interviowod? 
Hrs of sleep prior to shooting.| Duty Ш „უუ [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Reid Jackel w Vest 
Age: Height Weight: Piain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
510 160 | Rais Jacket no Vest 
სა UM NE წ. | Laser Training Dale: 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol E | [Certification Unit: Prior Shootings? | Number of Prior Shostings: 
Field Training Officer Emp # Tasi Name First Name MI. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Таз! Name First Name МІ 
Е г] Last Na First Nai MI 
Sex Race: Rank Unit Assignment Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc) 
M Cauc Deputy SEB Gold Team 
ShiftTime (circle only one}: ‘ShiftType (circle оту one} Substance Used: 
E Dey | რადი Grins) отону | toxicaion/Orug Usage? 
Hospital Admission? Hesplat Name: Coroner Case? _–. interviewed? 
Firs of sleep prior to shooting} Duty შ [Clothing (circle only one) Other Factors: 
Plain Clothes ro Vest — Raid Jacket w Vest 
706: Height Weight: Plain Clothes w! Vest Шмот no Vest 
600 180 | Raid ласке поме «Отот w Ves» 
Range Qualification Date: PPC Qualification Date: Laser Training Date: 
E Number of Prior Sh 
Certified with Weapon Used? Patrol Certification? [ | Сеанса = Prior Shootings? | мерасо того [ | 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name MI. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name Fist Name м. 
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See Other Side 


64 


Officer Involved Shooting 


«volved Employee Information 


Involved Employee 
Employee Last Nam First დ 


—/ 


URN: 000-01038-1512-051 


4 8 


of 


Page 


Sex Race: | Rank Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc.): 
m Cauc | Deputy SEB Gold Team 
ShiftTime (circle only one): | ShiftType (circle only one): ‘Substance Used: 
Ei Day Regular Off Duty Intoxication/Drug Usage? 
Hospital Admission? Hosp Wong Coroner Case? [ ] nea ааа Interviewed? [. ] 


Hrs of sleep prior to shooting; Duty Ty 


Clothing (circle only one}: 
Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket w/ Vest 


Age: Height: 


Weight: 1 Plain Ciothesw/ Vest Uniform no Vest 


195 | Raid Jacket no Vest 


Other Factors: 


Range Qualification Date: 


Certified with Weapon Used? 


n Patrol Certification? m 


| PPC Qualification Date: 


Laser Training Date: 


[Certification Unit: mE 


mm БЕ | Number of Prior Shootings: 


Field Training Officer Emp # 


Last Name 


First Name MI 


Field Training Officer Emp # 


ა o 


Last Name 


First Name МІ 


First Name, 


Sex: Race: Unit Assignment: Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, etc. : 
m Cauc SEB Gold Team 
|ShiftTime (circle only one): Substance Used: 
тен De) Intoxication/Drug Usage? 


Hospital Admission? 


Hrs of sleep prior to shooting: 


Coroner Case? 


Coroner Case # 


Intorviowod? 


Raid Jacket w/ Vest 


Duty Time (hrs [Clothing (circle only one): 
Реп Clothes no Vest 


Other Factors: 


Certified with Weapon Used? 


Age: Height Woi Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 
m 509 174 | Raid Jacket no Vest Uniform wi Yes.» 
Range Qualffcátion Date: РРС Qualification Date: 


А ] Laser Training Date: 


(Certification Unit 


Patrol Certification? m 


Prior E | Number of Prior Shootings: 


Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mi. 
Field Training Officer Emp # Last Name First Name Mı. 
Employee # First Name я 
E 6 | Zager Morrie 
Sex: Race: Rank Unit Assignment: [Work Assignment (Unit #, Module, еїс.): 
M Cauc |: Deputy SEB | Gold Team 


[Shifttime (circle only опе} 


м Day 


ShiftType (circle only one) 
Reguler Сует) Off Duty 


Intoxication/Drug Usage? 


Substance Used: 


Hospital Admission? 


Hospital Namo: 


Coroner Case? 


| Coroner Case # 
| 


Interviewed? 


Hrs of sleep prior to shooting 


[Clothing (circle only one): 


Plain Clothes no Vest Raid Jacket MI Vest 


Age: Height 


601 


Plain Clothes w Vest Uniform no Vest 


Raid гсш ло Ves UREW VEST 


Other Factors: 


Range Qualification Dale: 


PPC Qualification Date: 


| Laser Training Date: 


Certified with Weapon Used? 


Patrol Certification? ш [сепйсаюп Unit: | | 


Number of Prior Shootings: 


EE | 


Field Training Officer Emp # 


Last Name 


First Name MI. 


Field Training Officer Emp # 


Last Name 


First Name MI. 
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Officer Involved Shooting urn:  000-01038-1512-051 — 
\ Suspect Information - Pado 
Suspect Informatio: 

si Last Name Montelongo irst Name Alex MI. 

AKA Last Name First Name MI. 

Sex: Race: Hispanic Street Address: 

Work Phone: оса! Drivers [a 

ge: Height: Weight: FBI # | саж 
25 "^^ 05-05-74 601 190 tsa | 
Booking # 


Primary Charge: : | 


‘Secondary Charge: 


Coroner Case? [XZ] 


Coroner Case # 
2000-1062 


Intoxication/Drug Usage? [XX] 


‘Substance Used: 
methamphetamine 


Armed? [<] Apprehended? IX) Mental Iliness? Criminal mo | 
Vehicle Make Model: Year: 
T-bird 1986 

Last Name. First Name 
АКА Last Name i First Name MI. 
Sex Race: treet Address: mE Ciy State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 

‘Age: 00.8. Height: Weight Fale Cis 

Booking # Primary Charge: Secondary Charge: 

| _ 

Coroner Case? жане Intoxication/Drug Usage? [ | | Substance Used 

Armed? [|_| Apprehended? Mental lliness? Criminal History? 
Vehice Make ა m Model: Year: 


ИШ — — ———————À—À— T 


Last Name First Name MI. 
АКА LastName First Name м. 
Sex: Race: treet Address: City State & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: —. | Home Phone: | ‘Socal Security #: Driver's License #: 
Age: оов Height: Wei | FBI& CI# 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
Coroner Case? | _ | тоет Intoxication/Drug Usage? Substance Used: 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental lliness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Маке Model: Year: 
s Last Name First Name MI. 
AKA Газ! Name Fist Name Md. 
Sex Race: Street Address слу aie & Zip Code: 
Work Phone: Home Phone: Social Security #: Driver's License #: 
Age: 6.08. Height Weight: Lr უუ 
Booking # Primary Charge: ‘Secondary Charge: 
NN ‘Coroner Case # Mad Dno аит Substance Used: 
Armed? Apprehended? Mental Illness? Criminal History? 
Vehicle Make Моде: Year: 


(a 
See Other Side 
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Page _6 of 8. 


Non-Employee Witnesses 
Last Name. First Мате MI. 
Sreet Address Zp Code WorkPh Home Ph 
Last Name FrstName MI. 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name = M - - E >> "First Name 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Tast Name 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home ჩი 


Last Name 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


[ Last Name mm a ==: м 


Street Address Work Ph Home Pn 


Last Name | FirstName аа MI. 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name - == - წ MI. 


treet Address Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name First Name = UML 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name First Name мг 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
lasName _  ”შ 7 ] 7 иа: zx: =–V»!»“ 


Street Address Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name 


First Name 


Street Address 2р Code Work Ph 


Tast Name 


гоог Address 


Last Name First Name. MI 


treet Address 2р Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Паз! Мате - FirstName ს Mi. 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


SUPPLEMENTAL EMPLOYEE WITNESSES 
Los Anges County Sheriff's Depa_ment 


Page 7 of 8 
Employee Witnesses 
Last Name First Name 


Ewell Jack Д 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home ჩი 


130 S. Fetterly Ave., LA. 90022 323 2647084 


LastName pner First Name Philip zm 
Street Address. Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
130 S. Fetterly Ave., LA. _ 90022 __323 264-70 
First Name Philip 
Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


90022 


LastName А Рие Мате м. 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


LastName — 


Street Address Work Ph Home Ph 


Mi. 


| Street Address Work Ph Home Ph. 


FirstName 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Tast Namo 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


[LastName _ “FirstName => უს 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home ჩი 


LastName First Name გ წ MI. 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


“FirstName MI. 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


LastName — S E - ~ ~ FirstName m MI. 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


[LastName 


treet Address ip Code Work Ph 


st Name 


lastName - 

Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
IESSERNURITRGRIOEUUUUUNETETEUVURUURINUEY UNE UCUAWEENUMULU OS 

LastName First Name M. 

Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


TastName —— First Namo 2 ^ MI 


Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name 


Los Anges County Sheriff's Depa_ment 


SUPPLEMENTAL EMPLOYEE WITNESSES 
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Street Address 


last Name 


Work Ph 


‘Street Address 


TastName 


Street Address 


Last Name 


Zip Code 


Street Address 


LastName - 


Street Address 


Tast Name 


Street Address 


Last Name 


Fist Name 


Street Address 


[Last Name 


Zp Code 


First Name 


Street Address 


Last Name 


Zip Code 


Street Address 


Last Name 


‘LastName First Name 

Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI. 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Street Address 


Work Ph 


Last Name First MI. 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Name First Name MI. 
Street Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 
Last Мате First Name MI. 
Siroot Address Zip Code Work Ph Home Ph 


Last Name 


Street Address 


Work Ph 


Home Ph 


SHOOTING REVIEW SUMMARY 
PICO RIVERA SHERIFF'S STATION 

SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT BUREAU 

FEBRUARY 6, 2000 

SERGEANT PHILLIP HANSEN, DEPUTIES MORRIE 2o шш 


Ў 


The summary of this shooting incident is based оп the Complaint and Supplemental Reports, 
Homicide Investigation, photographs, statements of the involved deputies, witness deputies and 
civilian witnesses, 


On February 7, 2000 at 0001 hours, Lieutenant Willa Glover and Sergeants William Borngrebe and 
Bennett Seno were called from their respective residences to respond to Beverly Boulevard and 
Sandoval, Pico Park, in the City of Pico Rivera to review an Officer Involved Shooting, involving 
six Special Enforcement Bureau personnel. 


On the evening of February 6, 2000, Pico Rivera Station Deputies Arellano and Tombol observed 
a blue Ford Thunderbird stopped at Beverly Boulevard and Durfee Avenue, at approximately 1740 
hours. They ran the license plate via JDIC and learned several warrants had been issued for a male 
Hispanic (Nick Garcia) that appeared to match the description of the passenger in the vehicle. 
Arellano and Tombol followed the Thunderbird and attempted to effect a traffic stop as they turned 
onto Canal Way from Bartolo Street. The female driver failed to yield and began conversing with 
the male passenger. The Thunderbird turned onto Tobias from Walnut Avenue and the driver 
became distracted allowing the vehicle to drift to the left side ofthe road. When the vehicle reached 
mid- block the driver came to an abrupt stop and the passenger, later identified as Alex Montelongo, 
exited and ran north on Tobias toward Beverly Road, then westbound on Beverly Road. 


IAB NOTE: ALEXMONTELONGO WAS SUSPECTED OF THE SHOOTING OF DEPUTY 
JOHN BURTON, ON 09-19-99, IN ROWLAND HEIGHTS. FILE #499-13930-2931-055. 


Deputies Arellano and Tombol worked immediately to establish a containment around the area with 
the assistance of other Pico Rivera units. While fine tuning the containment, the deputies learned 
that a citizen ШШШ. resided "Mw called Pico Rivera Station and 
relayed that a male suspect brandishing a handgun had entered his residence and ran into the 
bathroom. ИШ. " wm the location and sought safety at the home of a 

The description they provided matched that of Alex Montelongo, so Deputies established 
an inner containment and evacuated nearby residents for their safety. The Special Enforcement 


Bureau was requested to handle the Barricaded Suspect Emergency and a command post was 
established at Pico Park. Over the next couple of hours SEB personnel replaced Pico Rivera deputies 


on the inner perimeter and a search warrant was obtained for the residence. 


The residence the suspect fled to, | ES а converted garage located to the west 
and rear of the property adjacent to the main house. At the front of the residence were a driveway 


and covered carport. 


IAB NOTE: TO REVIEW PHOTOGRAPHS DEPICTING THE LOCATION DISCUSSED 
HERE, PLEASE REFER TO EXHIBIT A. 


At 2255 hours the Crisis Negotiations Team began calling the location to establish contact with the 
suspect and convince him to surrender to Sheriff's personnel. The suspect would not answer the 
phone so PA announcements were started at 2300 hours. Realizing that the suspect was not going 
to cooperate, SEB personnel decided to deploy cold gas into the location to obtain compliance. At 
2308 hours three rounds of cold tear gas were launched into the residence by members of the SEB 
team on the inner perimeter and entry team. 


Even with the deployment of gas the suspect refused to cooperate and give himselfup to authorities. 
The Crisis Negotiations Team had continuously called the location but the suspectrefused to engage 
them in conversation. At 2320 hours SEB moved the arrest team, consisting of Sergeant Hansen, 
Deputies and Wheat, up to the front door of the residence to 
make entry. Atthe front ofthe location the arrest team found the security screen unlocked and open 
butthe front door was closed and locked. They rammed the front door open and entered the location 
to take the suspect into custody. There was no interior lighting on in the house and the room was 
dark. As Sergeant Hansen entered, he saw a person to his left, lying on a couch located against the 
front wall. He shouted "suspect" to warn the other members ofthe team and was fired upon by the 
suspect. Sergeant Hansen returned fire using his MP-5 submachine gun and backed his team out of 
the residence and back into the livingroom of the front house for safety. As the team exited the 
location, they laid down cover fire to protect themselves from the suspect. Sergeant Hansen had 
been hit on his hands and SEB paramedics treated his wounds, which appeared to be caused by snake 
shot. Sergeant Hansen was then transported to Whittier Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital. 


SEB personnel elected to “stand down” and maintain the containment until a replacement team 
leader could respond to the location. At 2350 hours PA announcements advising the suspect to exit 
the location and give himself up to authorities resumed with no response. At 2357 hours personnel 
outside the house heard noises from the suspect. The Crisis Negotiation Team called the location 
again and the suspect advised them he was not coming out of the residence. At 0010 hours SEB 
Sergeant LaBerge established voice contact with the suspect but he still refused to cooperate. 


At 0210 hours, with the approval of Chief Bayless, “Burn safe hot gas” was deployed into the 
residence in an attempt to get the suspect out. Personnel outside the house could hear the suspect 
coughing and a K-9 was sent in to encourage the suspect to exit the location. Several minutes passed 
and the dog exited limping. At 0224 hours the suspect exited the residence through the front door. 
SEB Sergeant Ewell ordered the suspect to put his hands in plain view and walk forward toward the 
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— М 


arrest team. The suspect refused and Sergeant Ewell ordered Би fire the ARWEN, in 
an attempt to obtain compliance. Deputy са four ARWEN rounds striking the suspect at 
least three of the four times. The suspect doubled over and reached for his waistband as he moved 
to the front of a van parked in the carport, near the front of the house. Deputy Zager, who was 
deployed on the yard west ofthe location, looked over the wall and noticed that the suspect appeared 
to be retrieving a weapon. Fearing that members of the arrest team may be injured or killed by 
gunfire from the suspect, Deputy Zager fired his AR-15 rifle five times at the suspect. Suspect 
Montelongo fell onto the concrete driveway and laid motionless. Deputy Zager notified the arrest 
team via radio of his actions and his observations of the suspect. The arrest team moved forward, 
took custody of the suspect and cleared the house. SEB paramedics treated the suspect at the scene 
and declared that he was dead at 0244 hours. 


ТАВ NOTE: DURING THIS INCIDENT A TOTAL OF 86 9MM ROUNDS FROM МР-5'5 
AND five ROUNDS OF .223 FROM AN AR-15 WERE FIRED. TO REVIEW PHOTOS 
DEPICTING THE DAMAGE TO THE RESIDENCE, PLEASE REFER TO EXHIBIT B. 


Sergeant Phillip Hansen said that he was called to the Pico Rivera Station area to assist with a 
barricaded suspect situation Щ aaa He said that his team, the Gold Team, was 
selected to be the arrest team that evening. He said that it was his understanding that the suspect, 
Alex Montelongo, was believed to be armed and was a "three striker.” He said that he also received 
information that the suspect was possibly involved in the shooting of a Walnut Station deputy 
several months earlier. He said that one of his first jobs was to take his team and clear the front 
house adjacent to the converted garage. Once the main house was cleared, they set up on the primary 
location where the suspect was last seen. Once his team was in place he said that they made 
numerous PA announcements directed toward the location asking the suspect, by name, to come out 
and give himself up to authorities. He said that the Crisis Negotiations Team was also attempting 
to call the suspect on the phone. After more than ten minutes past and the suspect did not respond, 
a plan was formulated to introduce cold gas into the location. He said that three .37mm Barrier 
Penetrating Ferrets of liquid tear gas were launched, by shotgun, into the residence and the team 
waited for the gas to take effect. He said that while they waited, they continued to make 
announcements via the PA and continued to make phone calls asking the suspect to surrender. 
Absenta response from the suspect it was decided to enter and clear the house. By this time a search 
warrant had been obtained. 


Sergeant Hansen said that he and his team approached the front door to the location and found the 
front iron security door hanging open, but the entry wood door was closed and locked. He said he 
ordered up a ram and they did force open the front door. He said that they stopped and evaluated 
the interior of the front room from the exterior prior to entering. He said that the interior they could 
see appeared clear but the majority of the room was to the left of them so they had a limited view. 
Hansen said he was on the right side of the doorway as they entered and had the best view of the 
room. He said he saw what appeared to be a person up against the front wall and he called out that 
he had a possible suspect. He said all he could see of the suspect was his head, possibly with covers 
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over the rest of his body and it appeared that the suspect might be sleeping. He said that the room 
was dark and the only light illuminating the suspect was provided by the flashlight on the end of his 
weapon. As he scanned the body, lying on the couch on his back, the suspect’s head popped up and 
he saw what he believed to be a stainless steel handgun. He said the suspect fired at him, hitting him 
on the hands and he returned fire using his HK MP-5 submachine gun. He said he and his team 
backed out of the house utilizing cover fire and retreated to the livingroom of the front house for 
safety. He said they completed a roll call and it was determined that he was the only onc hit by the 
suspect's gunfire. 


IAB NOTE: TO VIEW PHOTOGRAPHS DEPICTING THE SUSPECT’S WEAPON, 
PLEASE REFER TO EXHIBIT E. 


Sergeant Hansen said that it was his opinion the suspect selected the optimum location, in the front 
room, to ambush the first person that walked through the front door. 


IAB NOTE: TO VIEW COPIES OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS DEPICTING SERGEANT 
HANSEN’S INJURIES TO HIS HANDS, PLEASE REFER TO EXHIBIT C. 


Deputy шш... that he was part of the entry team under the direction of Sergeant 
Hansen. He said that after all attempts to contact the suspect and gain his cooperation failed, they 
formulated a plan to enter the converted garage. When they approached the front, they found the 
front door locked and Deputy, brought up the ram and forced the door open. He said he was 
positioned on the right side of the door and Sergeant Hansen on the left. He focused his attention 
to the right and Hansen to the left as they entered. He said, as they slowly began to make entry, 
Sergeant Hansen advised them that someone was on the couch, which was to the left of the door just 
inside the front room. Immediately following, ШШ: he heard three “pops” in rapid 
succession. He said the sound was muffled and it didn't immediately register, to him, as gunshots. 
Sergeant Hansen started to move back and he also moved back. He said that Sergeant Hansen fired 
his weapon and he also fired his weapon, providing cover fire as they exited the house. He said they 
backed down the driveway, using two vehicles on the driveway for cover until they reached the front 
house. He said when they reached a position of safety, they learned that Sergeant Hansen was hit, 
and his hands were injured and bleeding. 


Sergeant Hansen was taken to the front porch area of the front house and treated for his injuries by 
ESD paramedics. He was then transported to the hospital. 


Deputy EN they held their positions of containment until a new team leader arrived to take 
command of the team. While they waited he said they heard noises, like mumbling sounds, coming 
from inside the location. He said that after approximately an hour to an hour and a half, Sergeant 
Ewell arrived and took charge of the team. At that time they began making announcements again 
utilizing the РА. The announcements were made by Sergeant LaBerge ordering the suspect to 
surrender. The suspect responded during this time by stating *fuck you, why should I come out." 
Since the suspect would not cooperate, a plan was implemented putting “hot gas” into the location. 
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He said Deputy threw the hot gas into the house, utilizing a burn safe package. They let the 
gas burn for a while yet they heard no coughing from the suspect. Next Deputy Burwell deployed 
a K-9 dog into the location in another attempt to get the suspect to surrender. When the dog entered 
his attention was drawn to the left of the door. Seconds after the dog moved toward the couch they 
heard a high-pitched scream and the handler recalled the dog. When the dog exited he was limping 
and appeared to be injured. 


Deputy [К that after the dog returned, he looked toward the location from a window 
adjacent to the side sliding glass door. He said he could see the suspect standing in the livingroom. 
The suspect had covered himself with blankets or sheets or some type of linen material. He said the 
suspect finally approached the front door of the converted garage. Commands were given to the 
suspect to keep his hands up, in sight and to exit the housc. He said the suspect was moving his 
hands all over the place from right to left as well as back and forth. He said he could tell the suspect 
was coughing and mumbling something but he could not understand what he was saying. 


Deputy წმი the suspect was wearing brown pants and a button up shirt that was unbuttoned 
and not tucked into his pants. As he watched the suspect kept moving his hands toward his 
waistband then to his back, ignoring the commands being given by deputies to keep his hands in 
view. Shortly the suspect exited the front door and positioned himself about two feet in front of the 
door. He kept moving his hands about, first up to rub his face then down toward his front pockets. 
Since the suspect would not comply with the orders being given, Sergeant Ewell ordered the 
ARWEN be deployed against him. He said that the first round appeared to hit the suspect in the 
chest but it did not appear to have any effect on him. He said he couldn't tell if the second round 
struck the suspect or not because he was starting to move to the right. He said that the suspect kept 
moving to the right to move out of the way ofthe ARWEN rounds behind the front of a van parked 
near the location, in the driveway. He said that as the suspect moved behind the front of the van he 
bent down and he lost sight of his hands. 


Deputy, said that after the suspect ducked in front of the van he heard two gunshots but he 
couldn’t determine where they came from. He thought the suspect may have shot at someone or may 
have shot himself. He said immediately following the gunshots the suspect fell to his right onto the 
driveway. He was advised by deputies, on containment, that they hada visual on the suspect’s hands 
and it was safe to approach the suspect. He approached the suspect and handcuffed him while other 
team members cleared the location. Once handcuffed ESD paramedics approached and attended the 
suspect. 


Deputy Morrie Zager said he was paged at about 2000 hours Sunday evening to respond to Pico 
Park. Upon arrival he was briefed the suspect was armed and was suspected of shooting a Walnut 
Station deputy some months earlier. He said he and Deputies Г Rodriguez drove to the 
location and he was told to take a containment position in the yard west of the target location. He 
said that once he was in position, about 2115 hours, telephone calls were made to the location and 
PA announcement were made ordering the suspect to come out and give himself up. The PA 
announcements were heard by everyone on the containment. 
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Deputy Zager said that the suspect did not reply to the phone calls or PA announcements so a 
decision was made to introduce cold gas into the house. He said that he fired one .37mm CS Ferret 
round into the west side window ofthe converted garage and other deputies fired additional cold gas 
into other windows. He said they waited to get some reaction from the suspect inside but there was 
no response from the suspect. 

Deputy Zager said that absent any response from the suspect a decision was made to enter the 
location. He said he could see the entry team approach the front of the converted garage from his 
position. He heard them ram the front door open and several seconds later he heard several rounds 
being fired. He said the first two or three rounds he heard were single shots coming from inside the 
house. He then heard automatic weapons fire and saw muzzle flashes from several team members? 
weapons. He said the team then exited the converted garage toward the street and a position of 
safety inside the front house. Hethen heard a roll call and he learned that Sergeant Hansen had been 
hit. 


Deputy Zager said that after Sergeant Hansen was shot by the suspect they waited almost two hours 
for a new team leader to arrive at the location. During that time they maintained their containment. 
He said that while they waited he heard the suspect whistling inside the converted garage. He said 
that the front of the location was illuminated very well by spotlights on a radio car parked along the 
south curb of Beverly Road, but the interior remained dark. They resumed PA announcements 
ordering the suspect to come out and surrender to deputies. Phone calls were also resumed into the 
house. At one point the suspect yelled out that he could not answer the phone because it was broken. 
But the suspect stayed out of view and was not seen by anyone on the containment while they 
waited. 


Deputy Zager said that upon the arrival of a new team leader, Sergeant Ewell, a new plan was 
developed to take the suspect into custody. He said that the first part of the plan called for deploying 
hot gas into the location. He said the gas was deployed into the location using a “burn-safe.” He 
said that the suspect still did not give up, but several team members close to the house said that they 
did hear faint coughing noises from inside. Since the suspect still did not surrender, a K-9 dog was 
deployed into the house to encourage him to come out. He did not see the dog enter the house but 
he could hear the sounds 01 მ scuffle inside and then he heard more coughing and hacking noises. 


Deputy Zager said that very shortly after he heard all the coughing noises he saw the suspect walk 
out the front door. 


IABNOTE: DEPUTY ZAGER AND THE SUSPECT ARE NOW ABOUT 15 FEET APART, 
SEPARATED BY A BLOCK WALL APPROXIMATELY FIVE FEET HIGH. DEPUTY 
ZAGER STILL HAS THE COVER OF DARKNESS TO HIS ADVANTAGE. TO VIEW 
PHOTOS OF DEPUTY ZAGER’S LOCATION, PLEASE REFER TO EXHIBIT D. 


Immediately orders were given to the suspect to keep his hands up, to keep them high in the air. 
These commands were repeated over and over. Meanwhile the suspect kept moving his hands up 
and down from approximately nipple level to ear level. He said that on at least two occasions the 
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suspect reached toward his waistband area then raised his hands back ир. Deputy Zager said he 
noticed a “bulge” in the upper front left side of the suspect's pants; the bulge definitely caught his 
attention. Zager said the suspect’s movements caused him to believe that the suspect was purposely 
trying to taunt the entry team members. The suspect was then shot two or three times with an 
ARWEN. He could not tell exactly where the suspect was hit with the ARWEN rounds. Afterward 
commands were again given for the suspect to raise his hands up high and the suspect again would 
not put his hands in the air but continued “playing his little games.” During this time there was no 
verbal response from the suspect at all. 


Deputy Zager said the suspect then started walking back toward the open front door of the converted 
garage. When he reached a point were he was even with the front of a white van, parked in the 
carport, he sidestepped to his right (toward Zager) in front of the van. At the same time the suspect 
stepped toward the уап he moved his hands all the way down and toward the rear of his waistband. 
Deputy Zager said that he heard one of the team members say “I can’t see him, I can’t see his 
hands.” Zager said he worried that if the team members lost sight of the suspect, and no-one had 
sight of him he could arm himself and have a clear shot at the deputies on the entry team so he 
moved up from his containment position. He said he moved up to the concrete block wall and 
stepped up on a couple of blocks that were laying at the base of the wall. From his new position he 
could see over the wall clearly and had full view of the suspect. He said that the suspect looked right 
at him and moved his hands from the rear of his body toward the area where Zager saw the bulge 
in his pants earlier. At the same time the suspect moved his body to the right toward him. Deputy 
Zager said he, “thought for sure he was going to grab a gun from his waistband and shoot me.” He 
also remembered that the suspect had already shot a deputy, from Walnut Station, several months 
ago and just hours prior had laid in wait and shot Sergeant Hansen. Additionally Zager said, “ I was 
going to be damned if he was going to lay in wait, in front of this mini-van and take on a couple of 
my guys as they came around to engage him. I felt I had absolutely no choice but to shoot him so 
I started to shoot at him.” Deputy Zager said he shot at the suspect approximately six times using 
his AR-15. He said that he shot at the suspect as long as he felt the suspect continued to be a threat 
and then he quit shooting. 


ТАВ NOTE: DEPUTY ZAGER ACTUALLY FIRED FIVE ROUNDS, AT LEAST THREE 
OF THOSE ROUNDS STRUCK THE SUSPECT AND WERE FATAL. 


Deputy Zager said that he notified the other team members that he had fired at the suspect, the 
suspect was down and he could now see his hands. He advised the team that it was safe for them 
to approach, which they did, taking the suspect into custody and clearing the house. 


ლ. ბეი the same information as the other SEB personnel already interviewed 
but added the following: 

Deputy lace he personally made several ofthe initial PA announcements from the armored 
vehicle which was parked on the driveway of the house next door to the target location. He recalled 
making the announcement, “Attention, Alex Montelongo this is the Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department Special weapons Team, we need you to pick up the phone and talk to the deputy, step 
out of the front door with no shirt on and hands above your head.” He said he repeated this 
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announcement approximately fifteen times but no-one on the team saw or heard any response from 
the suspect. 


Deputy — ი that while the team waited for a new team leader, announcements were again 
initiated by Sergeant LaBerge. That time the suspect did respond saying he couldn't answer the 
phone because it had been struck by gunfire. The suspect told them, *Fuck you I'm not coming out." 


Deputy — -121cc that after the hot gas and the K-9 had been deployed, it appeared the suspect 
was going to exit the house. He said that the suspect was not cooperating with commands so he 
positioned himself by the sliding glass door at the west side of the front house, in preparation to fire 
the ARWEN. Не said the suspect began to drop his hands toward his waistband and was not 
complying with orders directed toward him so he fired the ARWEN at the suspect. He believed the 
suspect was hit but he did not notice any reaction from him so he fired a second round. He said he 
believed he hit the suspect again and the suspect doubled over and turned toward his right. He said 
the suspect moved toward the front of the van parked on the carport at the same time his hands 
moved toward his waistband. He said he fired two additional ARWEN rounds at the suspect but was 
uncertain if he struck the suspect. The suspect then moved in front of the van and out of his view. 


Deputy иш. the last movement he saw the suspect make was to spin to his right and move 
toward the front of the van in a crouched over position. He said that as he moved away from his 
position at the sliding glass door he heard gunfire but he didn't know where it was coming from. 
He said that shortly he heard, via radio, that the suspect had been shot and the entry team searched 
the converted garage for additional suspect(s) with negative results. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 


Every other member of the SEB entry and containment teams were interviewed and they related 
essentially the same information that is provided above. To review a copy of the summary 
interviews completed by Homicide Bureau with the following Sheriff's personnel please refer to 
Exhibit F. 


SEB Entry Team SEB CONTAINMENT TEAM 
Sgt. Ewell Sgt. LaBerge 
Sgt. Abner Dep. Geisler 


Dep. ш Dep. Robinson 
Dep, Dep. Rodriguez 
„წ. Dep. Chase 
Dep. Chase 
Dep. Johnson 
Dep. Burakawski 
Dep. Burwell 
Dep. Edwards 
Dep. Hoffman 
Dep. 


FINAL ТАВ NOTE: ON FEBRUARY 18, 2000, DEPUTY WOLFHOPE, OF PICO RIVERA 
STATION STOPPED A REGARDING А DUI INVESTIGATION. 
DURING CONVERSATION WITH NUNEZ, DEPUTY WOLFHOPE LEARNED THAT ON 
FEBRUARY 6"! SUSPECT MONTELONGO HAD CALLED SEVERAL OF HIS 
“HOMEBOYS” FROM THE CONVERTED GARAGE, WHERE HE HAD BARRICADED 
HIMSELF. HE HAD INVITED THEM TO COME WATCH HIM “GO OUT” IN A GRAND 
WAY. REFER TO WOLFHOPE’S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT ATTACHED. 
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November 29, 2000 


Captain Frank Merriman 

Los Angeles Sheriffs Department 
Homicide Bureau 

5747 Rickenbacher Road 
Commerce, California 90040 


Dear Captain Merriman: 


Re: 51р. File # 100-863 1/00-0046 
L.A.S.D. File # 000-01038-1512-011 


The Special Investigations Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 

has completed it's review of the February 6, 2000, fatal shooting of Alex Montelongo by 

Los. Sheriff's Deputy Morrie Zager. It is our conclusion that Deputy Zager acted 

Tasvfully in self-defense and in the defense of others. 

The following analysis is based on our examination of a 197-page investigative file 

compiled by the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department ("LASD") submitted to this office on 
September 22, 2000, which includes LASD reports, various diagrams, a transcript of a 

tape-recorded interview of Deputy Zager and an autopsy report prepared by the Los 
Angeles County Department of Coroner, along with 472 photographs.’ Also reviewed 
was a 7-page partial LASD investigative file concerning the September 19, 2000, non-fatal 

shooting of an on-duty LASD deputy, of which Alex Montelongo was suspected. In 
addition, Deputy District Attorneys James Cosper and Susan Chasworth and District 
Attorney Lieutenant B and Senior Investigator ШШШ members of the 
District Attorney Response Team, responded to the location of the shooting at 
approximately 4:30 a.m. on February 7, 2000, and were given a briefing and walk-through 
by LASD Lieutenant Donald Bear. On February 8, 2000, District Attorney Senior 
Investigator И attended the post-mortem examination of Alex Montelongo. 


! These photographs will be returned to the Sheriff's Department. 


Criminal Courts Building 
210 West Temple Street 
777. Los Angeles, CA 90012-3275 


WERGITE- Бн алала on la са nefna 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


On February 6, 2000, at 5:40 p.m., LASD Deputies Arellano and Tombol, on routine 
patrol, checked the license plate of a blue Ford Thunderbird that was about to make a left 
turn onto Durfee Avenue in the City of Pico Rivera. According to their mobile computer, 
the registered owner of the Ford, "Nick Garcia", had several outstanding warrants. The 
deputies observed that the Ford was driven by a female, later determined to be 

but the front passenger was a male matching the description of "Nick Garcia" 


The deputies activated their emergency lights in an effort to stop the Ford in order to 
identify the occupants. Rather than stopping the vehicle, however, Mi turned 
toward the passenger, later identified as Alex Montelongo, and they appeared to converse 
She then turned left on Walnut Street and continued driving with no apparent intent to 
Stop. At that point, the deputies sounded their siren and air horn and made several 
announcements on their public address system instructing — M pull to the right curb 
and stop. Continuing to ignore the commands, she turned left onto northbound Tobias 
Avenue. According to the deputies, Montelongo appeared agitated and was moving in his 
seat, while| edly looked in her rear view mirror. then drove to the left 
and proceeded northbound in southbound lanes of traffic on Tobias Avenue. 


Mid-block just south of Beverly Road, the Ford came to an abrupt stop and Montelongo 
immediately exited, running north on Tobias Avenue and then west on Beverly Road. The 
deputies, noticing that Montelongo ran with his left hand directly in front of him as if 
holding something, followed at a safe distance, fearing he might be armed. They lost sight 
of him when he ran north between houses on the north side of Beverly Road. The 
deputies broadcast this pursuit and the area was quickly contained with the assistance of 
additional units. 


Shortly after establishing the perimeter, the residents of [ES and 
called LASD's Pico Rivera Station and reported that an unknown male 
barged into their home through the front door and asked if he could use their bathroom. 
not wanting to antagonize the obviously nervous Montelongo, agreed, but 
told Montelongo he had to wait until his Г 9 out of the bathroom. When 

ame out, Montelongo quickly entered the bathroom and locked the door. 

had seen a suspicious bulge in Montelongo's waistband and so he and his| left 
their residence and ran to „ШШЕ. to call the police. When this information was 
relayed to Deputies Arellano and Tombol, they recognized the address as one of the 
houses into which Montelongo had disappeared. 


While this was occurrin; |was being questioned by LASD investigators 
ш. was оп entified her passenger as Alex Montelongo, who was close 
friends with her Montelongo and Г Wwe members of the 
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"Pico Viego" gan; igators determined that Montelongo was შ m large for 
whom a ur ee been issued on August 3, 1999. They also learned that 
Montelongo was suspected of shooting a Walnut Station deputy a few months before, 
when he tried to arrest Montelongo. MN explained that she did not stop her 


vehicle because knew Montelongo was armed with a "shiny revolver" and he was telling 
her not to stop. She further stated that in past conversations with Montelongo, he told her 


he was ing from the police because he had shot an officer, although he gave no further 
details. had also heard Montelongo talk to ლ m the shooting. 
is information, LASD concluded that Montelongo was likely inside the 
ისში“ and was armed. All of the residents in the area were 
evacuat 1 by 7:30 p.m. LASD investigators obtained a search warrant 
for and requested that their Special Enforcement Bureau ("SEB") 


execute the warrant and take Montelongo into custody. SEB's Special Weapons Team 
arrived at the location at approximately 8:00 p.m. along with paramedics and canine units 
and assumed command of the situation. 


SEB formulated a tactical plan to best accomplish the arrest of Montelongo. The location 
in question is a single family residence at It is located on the north 
side of the street and consists of a main house situated on the southeast portion of the lot 
and a rear, detached house that had been converted from a garage on the northwest 
Portion of the property. As one enters the location via the driveway, the main house is on 


the right, i.e., east, and the rear house is located directly ahead, i.e., north, at the end of 
the driveway. 


After SEB's containment personnel were in position surrounding the residence, an entry 
team cleared and secured the front house, which was unoccupied. At that point, 
numerous telephone calls were made to the rear house and approximately fifteen 
announcements over the Public Address System were made ordering Montelongo to 
surrender. Those announcements used Montelongo's name and included specific 
instructions: "Attention Alex Montelongo. This is the Los Angeles County Sheriffs 
Department Special Weapons Team. We need you to step out of the door with no shirt on 
and hands above your head." The telephone, which could be heard ringing, was not 
answered and Montelongo did not exit the house. 


Having had no response, SEB personnel then fired several liquid tear gas projectiles into 
the location at approximately 11:15 p.m. After waiting several minutes, additional 
announcements and telephone calls were made, again with no response. At that point an 
entry was attempted by seven SEB deputies, lead by Sergeant Phillip Hansen. All of the 
deputies wore clothing clearly identifying themselves as Sheriffs Deputies. A spot light 


2 On February 26, 2000, non-fatally shot by a "Pico Viego" gang member becausc she 
gave incriminating information about Montelongo to LASD during this interview. г 


С 


Captain Frank Merriman 
November 29, 2000 
Page 4 


that had illuminated the location was turned off so that the entry team could not be 

observed. When they approached, the deputies observed that the exterior iron securi! 

screen door was ajar, but the interior wood door was closed and locked. Deputy| 
forced open the front door using a battering ram. 


As they entered, Sergeant Hansen was on the right side of the door and had the best view 
into the room. Except for a light attached to Hansen's gun, the room was dark. Hansen 
entered and saw what he thought might be a person to his left lying on a couch under 
some covers. Hansen yelled, "suspect" or "suspect on the couch" Immediately thereafter, 
there was gunfire from a distance of four to six feet and Hansen was shot in both hands. 
At that instant, Deputy го felt a spray of tiny fragments, like a dust storm, against 
his hand and his face. Hansen observed Montelongo on the couch in possession of a 
stainless steel handgun and he announced Montelongo's position and that he was armed. 
Hansen and several other deputies returned fire in Montelongo's direction. Hansen 
reported that he fired approximately six rounds from his MP-5 submachine gun; Deputy 
fired 20-29 rounds; fired approximately four rounds; and 
Deputies land ей an unknown amount of rounds? The 
deputies then backed out and Hansen was treated by paramedics and taken to a hospital at 
approximately 11:35 p.m. It was determined that he had an estimated sixty pellets in his 
left hand and an unknown amount in his right hand. His wounds were non-fatal and did 
not require surgery. 


After this attempt, SEB personnel remained in containment positions at the Beverly Road 
location awaiting the arrival of two LASD Sergeants, Jack Ewell and Philip Abner. At 
approximately 12:30 a.m. on February 7th, they arrived and took command of the 
situation. Homicide investigators arrived at 1:00 am. Additional announcements 
ordering Montelongo to surrender and telephone calls were made. Montelongo was heard 
to respond with profanities e.g., "Fuck you; go away" and whistling. Several deputies 
heard him state that he would not come out 


At that point, the decision was made to use a different type of tear gas referred to as "hot 
gas", because Montelongo appeared unaffected by the chemical agent used earlier. "Hot 
gas" is a burning type tear gas that saturates the target with gas smoke. It was fired into 
the location, followed by further announcements instructing Montelongo to exit the house. 
Despite the tear gas and the announcements, Montelongo refused to exit. Montelongo 
continued using profanities and whistling at the deputies. 


After ten to fifteen minutes of trying to force Montelongo to surrender, a canine was sent 
in. The dog was inside for approximately thirty seconds, during which time Montelongo 
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LASD's inv i indicate what kind of firearms or ammunition were utilized by 
Based on the evidence retrieved from the scene, however, it is 
pr le гей 9mm semi-automatic handguns. 


(2700) 


barking and scuffling noises came from inside Deputy uld see into the house 
and it appeared that the dog may have removed blankets that Montelongo used to protect 
his face from the tear gas. Coughing and gagging sounds were heard. The dog exited 
with an injured leg from the scuffle. Montelongo said something indicating he was coming 
out. Additional announcements were made using the Public Address System instructing 
Montelongo to come out with his hands up and his shirt off Montelongo was seen 
through the window sitting on the couch shaking his head 


was heard yelling "get it off me" and "get your yl 2 off of me". The dog was 


When Montelongo still did not exit the residence, a second entry attempt was made. 
Unlike the first attempt, the spot light was kept on to illuminate the rear house and the 
driveway. As the entry team began to approach the location, Montelongo came out 
through the front door. He was wearing a white T-shirt which was hanging loose around 
his over-sized, tan pants. Several deputies reported seeing a bulge near Montelongo's left 
front pants area, towards which Montelongo kept reaching. During his exit, Montelongo 
was specifically directed to take certain actions: to remove his shirt; to put his hands up; 
and to walk toward the deputies. Despite these instructions, Montelongo was continually 
moving and would not keep his hands in view. At times he waved his hands near his face 
as if the tear gas was bothering him and at other times he bent over and put his hands 
down. Repeated commands such as "let me see your hands" and "show me your hands" 
were yelled by the deputies. Nonetheless, Montelongo continually made movements 
toward his waistband, both the front and rear, although he walked forward toward the 
deputies. 


Montelongo started to walk back toward the house, at which time Sergeant Ewell 
instructed Deputy шш shoot Montelongo with "Arwen" projectiles, which are 
non-lethal, rubber-tipped bullets. Ml shot Montelongo once, with no apparent 
reaction, so he fired a second round, striking him. Montelongo doubled over, but his right 
hand remained at his belt area and his left hand reached back to his rear waistband, so 
B sired a third projectile, unsure whether or not he struck Montelongo. then 
fired a fourth time and, although he thought it struck Montelongo, the "Arwen" projectile 
seemed to have no effect on Montelongo and he did not go down. Montelongo stopped 
moving for a few seconds, but then quickly positioned himself low and behind a van 
parked on the driveway. This put Montelongo out of view of most of the deputies. Those 
who could see him, reported that Montelongo continued to move his hands near his 
waistband area and had a blank stare on his face that caused them to conclude that he was 
drunk or under the influence. No one reported seeing anything in Montelongo's hands. 


During the containment SEB Deputy Morrie Zager was positioned on the west side of a 
five to six foot high cinderblock wall separating the н. from the 
house directly west. This afforded Zager a view of the front door of the converted garage. 
When Montelongo moved toward the van in the driveway, Zager moved f ther south 
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along the cinderblock wall and climbed on top of some bricks lying next to the wall. From 
this position, Zager could see Montelongo in front of the mini-van. 


Zager saw Montelongo bring his hands all the way down and reach into his rear waistband 
area. Montelongo then started to turn to his right in Zager's direction. Zager heard an 
unknown SEB team member Say, "I can't see him; I can't see his hands." Montelongo then 
looked directly into Zager's eyes and brought his hands from the rear of his body toward 
his left front waistband where Zager and other deputies had earlier seen a bulge. In 
Zager's words, Montelongo was "furiously digging around" in his front waistband and then 
in his rear waistband, as if disoriented from the tear gas and forgetting where he had 
placed his рип. Zager feared that either Montelongo would shoot him or wait for SEB 
deputies to approach the front of the van, and then ambush them. Zager reasoned that 
since Montelongo had ambushed the Walnut deputy‘ and had concealed himself on the 
couch immediately before shooting Sergeant Hansen, Montelongo would lie in wait and 
shoot other team members аз they came around to the front of the mini-van. Fearing for 
his own safety and the safety of other deputies, Zager fired six or seven times at 
Montelongo with his AR-15. He fired until he thought Montelongo was no longer a threat 
and then announced, "suspect is down, suspect is down, we can see his hands". 


Several deputies approached Montelongo and flex-cuffed his hands, while others cleared 
the rear house. Paramedics, who were already at the location, treated Montelongo 
immediately, but he was non-responsive and pronounced dead shortly thereafter. 


On February 8, 2000, an autopsy was performed on the body of Alex Montelongo. The 
Deputy Medical Examiner concluded that Montelongo died of three gunshot wounds, 
which struck his heart, aorta, lungs and right arm. Montelongo also had abrasions on his 
right wrist, left lower thigh and leg, which were consistent with dog bites. Several bullet 
fragments were retrieved during the autopsy and they were later determined to be 
consistent with .223 rounds. The Coroners’ Office found gun shot residue on both of 
Montelongo's hands and the toxicological report showed amphetamine and 
methamphetamine in his blood. Multiple tattoos were observed on Montelongo's head, 
face, lips, neck, chest, arms, hands, legs and genitalia, several of which said "Pico Viego". 


A number of items were recovered from the scene as evidence. Inside the rear house on 
the couch was an unregistered .44 magnum stainless steel "Taurus" revolver, with a six 
inch barrel. The cylinder contained two expended "CCI 44 Magnum" cartridge cases; 
three expended "PMC .44 Remington Magnum" cartridge cases; and one live "CCI 44 
Magnum" snake shot round with a dented primer, indicating thai an attempt was made to 
fire the round. Attached to the top of the gun was a "Burris" 2x5 scope. 


* According to LASD Teports regarding the earlier September shooting of the Walnut deputy, Montelongo 
was running from the deputy, fell down and when the deputy got close, Montelongo suddenly turned and 


fired at him. 
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In and around the rear house numerous items associated with expended ammunition were 
found. Near the rear of წს... Deputy Zager had been positioned, 
were five expended .223 cartridge cases, head stamped "FC". Consistent with this, 
Zager's AR-15 rifle, which had been loaded with twenty rounds, contained fifteen live 
rounds after the incident. In front of and inside the converted garage, were 86 expended 
9mm cartridge cases, head stamped "WIN"; four expended "Arwen" projectiles, an empty 
magazine to an MP-5 submachine gun; an expended "Ferret" tear gas projectile, projectile 
assembly and tail fin; multiple expended bullet jacket fragments; an SEB ballistic shield, 
pry bar and battering ram; and a bloodstained blanket and sock. Numerous bullet strikes 
and bullet holes in the walls of the rear house were observed and the sliding glass windows 
on the south, east and west sides were broken out by projectiles 


Montelongo's criminal histo 


Approximately two weeks after this incident, Deputy Wolfhope from LASD's Pico Rivera 
Station arrested BE a "Pico Viego" gang member for driving under the 


influence. ing the arrest process, began talking about the shooting of 
Montelongo. told Wolfhope that during the time Montelongo was hiding in the 
rear house at 


Montelongo made several telephone calls to his 
"homeboys" inviting them to his location to witness him "go out in a big way". 


LEGAL ANALYSIS 


The use of deadly force against another is justifiable and not unlawful when done in 
defense of oneself or another, if the person using the deadly force actually and reasonably 
believes (1) that there is imminent danger that the other person will either kill or cause 
great bodily injury to him or herself or another and (2) that it is necessary under the 
circumstances to use deadly force to prevent the other person from killing or causing great 
bodily injury. See CALJIC Instructions 5.12, 5.13, 5.14, 5.16 


It was the task of the LASD deputies who responded to the _ ლო 
to apprehend Alex Montelongo in order that he face the legal consequences of his 


conduct. From early in the evening, SEB personnel made it clear to him that he would be 
given an opportunity to surrender before he was forcibly removed from the residence. 
After making numerous attempts to communicate with him, and insuring that he was 
notified of what he needed to do to peacefully surrender, SEB began using non-lethal 
means to coerce Montelongo's surrender. Over the course of several hours, they used tear 
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gas, a police dog and, eventually, rubber-tipped bullets. Despite these efforts and their 
success in forcing Montelongo out of the location, he still refused to surrender 


Before Deputy Zager resorted to deadly force, a number of significant facts were known 
to him: (1) Montelongo was prepared and willing to use lethal force against the deputies; 
(2) Montelongo had refused to surrender for approximately seven hours, despite the use of 
tear gas and the threat of being killed; (3) Montelongo's intent when he came out of the 
house was something other than to peacefully surrender, since he refused to comply with 
the simple and repeated instruction to keep his hands up and in view; (4) Montelongo had 
been actively avoiding apprehension by law enforcement for seven months; (5) 
Montelongo admitted that he had shot an LASD deputy six months earlier who had tried 
to arrest him; and (6) Montelongo knew he was wanted for a crime that could cause him 
to be incarcerated for the rest of his life. 


From these facts, it was reasonable for Zager to believe that Montelongo would take 
almost any risk to avoid apprehension, including shooting a deputy and endangering his 
own life. Indeed, Zager's fear that Montelongo might try to kill a deputy, knowing that he 
would then be shot, was reasonable, considering Montelongo's past and current behavior. 
SEB had exhausted every means to effect a peaceful surrender and from all appearances, 
Montelongo had something else in mind. It was prudent for Zager to conclude that he and 
the other members of SEB were faced with an extremely dangerous suspect, intent on 
killing one or more law enforcement officers. When Montelongo reached towards the 
bulge in his front and rear waistband, after looking directly at Zager, and Zager was faced 
with the choice to use deadly force to disable Montelongo, Zager's decision to fire his 
weapon was reasonable in order to defend himself and his fellow deputies. 


We conclude that in shooting Alex Montelongo, Deputy Zager acted in self-defense and in 
the defense of others. We are therefore closing our file in this matter and will take no 
further action. 

Very truly yours, 


GIL GARCETTI 
District Attorney 
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SUSAN CHASWORTH 
Deputy District Attorney 


c: Deputy Morrie Zager mi 


